HLA-G and lymphoproliferative disorders.
The immunomodulatory properties of the HLA-G molecule explain its relevance in malignancies. Our investigations in lymphoproliferative disorders show (i) a frequent and variable distribution of alternatively spliced HLA-G mRNA isoforms, (ii) a rare cell surface expression in diffuse large cell lymphomas with HLA class I loss in half of cases, and (iii) an increased serum level of sHLA-G in half of cases. The potential role of the microenvironment and/or tumoral process in HLA-G expression is discussed in the light of these data. HLA-G rather through its soluble isoform might provide a new way of immune evasion for lymphoid proliferations.